
SKYVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
CELBRATING 25 YEARS!  

COMET COMMUNICATOR 
October 2009 

Volume 25, No 1 
 

 
 
Note from Mr. Palmer 
 

We are well into the year and the students have 
Ƙƛǘ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǘǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ 
once the daily classroom routines have been established.  
Parent Teacher conferences are a little later than usual 
this year. Skyview school conferences are scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 10

th
.  Kindergarten will also be 

conducting conferences on Monday, November 9
th
.   

ParŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 
whenever they have a concern.   Mid-term deficiency 
reports will be coming out within the next few weeks.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
strengths and needs are. 

This is also the time of year when the weather 
can change quickly.  Please make sure your children are 
dressed for the weather and the forecast.  Sometimes it is 
nice in the AM, but by noon the weather has turned 
drastically colder and students are without coats for 
recess.  Students will be allowed to come into the school 
at 7:30 AM when the temperature combined with wind 
chill is 20 degrees or below.  We also allow for inside line-
up when there is measurable precipitation falling.  
Students will be outside if we have a light mist, or an 
occasional rain drop.  Watch for the INSIDE/OUTSIDE signs 
on the door.  They will let you know if it is an inside or 
outside line-up day.  We do ask that parents drop 
students off at the door when there is inside line-up.  This 
helps reduce the congestion, making it safer in the 
hallways.  Kindergartners will be brought into the LMC so 
that their teachers can escort them to the classroom. 

The parking lot and drop-off lane have been 
going well.  Please continue to use the drop-off lane 
whenever possible.  The parking lot will be closed by 7:30 
AM.  See the column inside this addition of the Comet 
Communicator for a important message from Office 
Dougherty. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Jim Palmer 

 

 
IN THIS ADDITION OF THE COMET 

COMMUNICATOR: 

 

× Skyview 25
th

 Annive rsary Celebration 

information  

× New policy for children left at 

school  

× Parent Support group/parent 

training  

× Online newsletter  

× Work in the Schools  

× PTO News 

× Red Ribbon Week  

× Information and updates from 

Officer Dougherty  

× Food Service News  

× Art Information  

× Sprin g Citizenship Honorees  

× Shopping for students  

× Parent workshops  

× H1N1 information  

× New check writing policy  

× Stingers vs. Office Referrals  

× Be a leader not a speeder  

× Special education welcome back to 

school night  

× Read aloud activities & calendar  

× Crayon art proje ct  

× School calendar  

 

 

Office information  

 

Skyview phone number    720-972-5620 

Attendance Line      720-972-5638 

Principal -Jim Palmer  

Asst. Principal -Rhoda Marshall  

Office Manager -Deb McLachlan  

Secretary -Kathie Shea  

Health Aide -Jennifer Voge  

Head Custodi an-Rick Jorstad  



SKYVIEW ELEMENTARY 
CELEBRATION OF LEARNING! 

We will be celebrating {ƪȅǾƛŜǿΩǎ 25th 
Anniversary on April 30th 2010.  The 
anniversary committee is already 
meeting to discuss how we will mark this 
occasion.  Look in future newsletters or 
displays in school for information on 
upcoming festivities.  If you would like to 
help in any way, please stop by or call the 
office and we will pass on your name and 
phone number to the 25th Anniversary 
Committee.   

 

 
  

SScchhooooll  HHoouurrss  
 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
Grades 1-5   7:45 AM-2:30 PM 
Kindergarten AM   7:45 AM-10:40 AM 
Kindergarten PM   11:35 AM to 2:30 PM 
 
Wednesday-Early Release Day 
Grades 1-5   7:45 AM ς 1:15 PM 
Kindergarten AM   7:45 AM-10:00 AM 
Kindergarten PM   11:00 AM-1:15 PM 
 
First bell rings at 7:40 AM and the tardy bell rings at 7:45 AM. 
For the safety of students, they are not to be on school grounds 
before 7:35 AM.  
 
School Office hours are: 
 
7:15 AM to 3:15 PM Monday through Friday 

 

CHILDREN NOT PICKED  
AFTER SCHOOL DISMISSAL 

 
  The staff at Skyview constantly strives to 
provide a caring, safe place for your child each 
day.  Unfortunately some of our students spend 
extra time at school in the office waiting for 
someone to pick them up after school dismisses. 
We have had children wait in the office for an 
hour or more. This tends to happen more 
frequently on our early release days.   

We understand that delays occasionally 
occur.  If you are going to be late, please call the 
office and let us know so that your child can 
wait in the office for a few minutes.  If you will 
be delayed longer than 15 minutes, you will 
need to make alternate arrangements for your 
child to be picked up.  If the child has had to 
wait in the office several times, a building 
administrator will call to discuss the 
alternatives.  If the issue continues after an 
administrator consultation, a referral to the 
appropriate authorities could be made. 

Your understanding regarding this 
problem is very much appreciated.  If you have 
questions or concerns about this, please call the 
office at 720-972-5620.   

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



F D SERVICE NEWS: 
 

Online Credit Card Payments for Lunches 
 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ŀŘŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
snack account via the Internet using a certified, secure, third-
party provider:  SchoolPaymentSolutions.com. The site allows 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ 
Web. 

If you use this service, you no longer need to send a 
check with your child to pay for meals. Once an online payment 
ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜΣ ŀ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ  ¢he 
payment amount and an additional fee of $2.75 will be charged 
to your credit card or checking account. Each additional child 
costs $1.75. 
Getting started is easy. Go to 
http://www.schoolpaymentsolutions.com and then click on 
Login for instructions on how to set up your account. You will 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΥ   

School District:  Adams 12, CO  
 School:     
 Student ID 

The numeric part of your address  
 Your zip code: 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ L5 
number please call your kitchen manager for help rather than 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ   
 
Online Credit Card Payments for Lunches 

 
Usted puede añadir dinero a la cuenta de comidas y 

meriendas de su hijo por medio del Internet utilizando un 
proveedor certificado y seguro: SchoolPaymentSolutions.com.  
Este proveedor permite que los padres puedan hacer pagos a la 
cuenta de sus niños utilizando la red del Internet.  

Si usted utiliza este servicio no necesitará enviar 

cheques con su niño para pagar por las comidas. Una vez que 

hace el pago en línea, se hará el depósito a la cuenta de su niño.   

Se cargará a su tarjeta de crédito o su cuenta de cheques la 

cantidad del pago y un pequeño cargo de $2.75 por la 

transacción. Cada nino adicional paga solamente $1.75.  

Es fácil. Vaya a 
http://www.schoolpaymentsolutions.com y entre en Login para 
ver las instrucciones para instalar su cuenta. Necesitará la 
siguiente información para instalar una cuenta para su niño:   

Distrito Escolar: Adams 12, CO 

 Escuela:                 
No. de Identificación del Estudiante: 

 La parte numérica de su dirección: 
 Su código postal: 
 

Si usted necesita ayuda con el número de 
identificación de su niño, llame a la persona encargada de la 
cocina de la escuela.   

 
 

 
 

Free and Reduced Lunch/Breakfast Prices 
Students who were on free or reduced lunches 

on the last day of school last year, are eligible for the 
same benefits for the first 30 days of the new school year. 
The federal government requires a new application to be 
submitted and evaluated to determine if benefits will 
continue. 

If the new application is not received by Oct. 1, 
2009Σ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳŜŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ you 
must send money (Elementary:  lunch $2.35, breakfast 
$1.55; Middle School:  lunch $2.60, breakfast $1.65; High 
School:  lunch $2.75, breakfast 1.85). 
 
Precios de Almuerzos y Desayunos Gratis y de Precio 
Reducido 

Los estudiantes que a final del año escolar 
recibían almuerzos gratis o de precio reducido, son 
elegibles para los mismos beneficios durante los primeros 
30 días de clases del año escolar nuevo. El gobierno 
federal requiere que se llene y evalúe una solicitud nueva 
para determinar si se continuarán los beneficios. 

Si la nueva aplicación no es recibida en o antes 
del 1ro de Octubre de 2009, los beneficios de comidas 
para su niño serán descontinuados, y usted tendrá que 
enviar el dinero (Escuela Primaria: almuerzo $2.35, 
desayuno $1.55; Escuela Intermedia: almuerzo $2.60, 
desayuno $1.65; Escuela Secundaria: almuerzo $2.75, 
desayuno $1.85). 

 
 

See the New Check Writing Policy 

attached to end of newsletter. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.schoolpaymentsolutions.com/
http://www.schoolpaymentsolutions.com/


 

Would you like to work in the schools? 

Adams 12 is looking for Para Professional 
Substitutes.  What does a Para Professional do?  
They supervise children during lunch and recess, 
assist the teachers in the classroom or complete 
tasks in the school workroom.  If interested, contact 
the Adams 12 Administration Center at 720-972-
4000 or look on the Adams 12 webpage at 
www.adams12.org. 

If you are looking for another way to be involved in 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ t¢h ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  
Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the 
month.   They provide lots of fun opportunities for 
our students.   PTO always needs parents to help so 
come join the group and participate in making 
Skyview a great place to be.  Call 720-972-5620 for 
more information. 

 

ACTIVITIES AND CLUBS AVAILABLE 
 FOR STUDENTS 

 
Skyview has many clubs and activities available for 
students throughout the year.  Activities include but 
are not limited to: 
 
COMETS  Choir 
Student Leadership MESA 
Art Club  Spelling Bee 
Battle of the Books  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
notes and look at the Comet Communicator for 
information about these activities. 
 

 

PTO NEWS 
 

Welcome back to Skyview!  It is fall and that means 

itôs time for PTO to start up again.  Our PTO meetings are held 

on the second Tuesday of each month with a pizza supper served 

at 5:30 PM in the Media Center.  The meetings start at 6:00 PM 

and last until 7:00 PM.  The first PTO meeting was held in 

September and it was nice to see some new faces.   Please join us 

and help decide how fundraiser money is spent, help organize 

family events and discuss Skyview issues and concerns.     Please 

consider joining the Skyview PTO and be a part of great things in 

your childôs school.   

There was a tie for the classroom with the most parents 

present at the last PTO meeting.  Mrs. Costa/Ms. Andersonôs 

class tied with Ms. Coxôs class for having the most parents in 

attendance.  Their classrooms will each receive $25.00 to spend 

on their students.  Congratulations! 

Thank you to everyone who supported Skyview with 

the Catalog Fundraiser.  We couldnôt do it without your help.  

Ms. Costa and Ms. Andersonôs class won for the most students 

participating in the fundraiser with 72% of the students turning in 

orders.  Way to go! 

Trunk or Treat will be held Friday, October 30th  from 

6-8 PM.  Candy donations are now being accepted and the class 

that brings in the most candy will win an ice cream party!  

Admission is $1.00 for each trunk or treater.  Sign up to decorate 

your trunk and hand out candy.  Cost is $3.00 per car.  There will 

be a costume drawing and the trunk that is voted the best will win 

an Old Chicago gift card.  Flyers are coming home so check 

those backpacks. 

The value card fundraiser will be starting in mid-

October.  This is being done as a service to families as we had 

many parents ask for the cards again.  Make sure to return your 

orders by the due dates.  If you have any questions, contact PTO. 

Skyview Holiday Shop will be held in the gym on 

Friday, December 4th and Saturday, December 5th.  A Pancake 

Breakfast will also be served on Saturday, December 5th.  Times 

for these events will be announced shortly. 

We are especially excited about Skyviewôs 25th 

Anniversary Celebration on April 30, 2010.  There are many 

committees to join and we could really use your enthusiasm and 

help. Please contact a PTO member for more information on 

opportunities to help with the fun! Plans so far include hot dogs, 

chips and drinks for a nominal charge, history exhibits about 

ñback thenò and possibly entertainment.  A scholarship will also 

be awarded to a former Skyview Student. 

Our PTO meeting schedule for the 2009/2010 school 

year is as follows: 

 

September 8
th
  

October 13
th
 

November 10
th
 

December 8
th
 

January 12
th
 

February 9
th
 

March 9
th
 

April 13
th
 

May 11
th 

 
 

http://www.adams12.org/


 

RED 

RIBBON 

WEEK 
 

 

Student Leadership wil l be sponsoring  Red 

Ribbon Week at Skyview from 10/26  to 

10/30  for all students .  Look at what will 

be going on for the week : 

 
10/26  Teachers will discuss the history and give 

a background of Red Ribbon Week.  

Students will sign a drug free certificate  

10/ 27  Students are to wear sweats today to 

symbolize òSaying No to drugs is NO 

SWEATó! 

10/28  Read Aloud day. 

10/29  Students will wear boots for òSTOMPING 

OUT DRUGS dayó.  Whichever class wears 

the most boots, receives a prize.  

10/30  Students are to wear Red t o school. 

 

Traffic Notes from 
Officer Dougherty 
  

 
Hello Skyview Parents, 
 
We have begun the 2009/2010 school year safely 
and continue to make safety improvements.  I would 
like to address the requirements regarding parking 
privileges for persons with disabilities.  The disability 
plate/placard must be registered to you or the person 
you are dropping off/picking up and in clear view 
when parking or picking up/dropping off one with a 
disability.    Abuse of such privileges will result in a 
summons and may result in a revocation of those 
privileges.  If you are authorized to park in such 
spaces but do not intend on exiting your vehicle, 
which is legal, remember that others with disabilities 
may need that space to actually park and go into the 
building.  Please respect the needs of other parents 
and students. 
 
Remember that both Fairfax St. and 123

rd
 Ave. are 

posted SCHOOL ZONES with a 20 MPH maximum 
speed.  The speed restriction is in effect during 
school hours, school days and when the caution 
lights flash.   

Fire lane curbs are painted red and Caution lanes are 
painted yellow.  In fire lanes, one cannot stop or park.  
Caution lanes allow only stopping for a short time 
without impeding the flow of traffic. 
 
The ñNo Parking lanesò, specifically the ones in front 
of the school on 123

rd
 Ave, are for drop-off/pick up 

only.  Signs posted at that location prohibit parking 
and leaving your vehicle for any amount of time.  
Parking means stopping your vehicle and no longer 
sitting in the driversô seat.  Stopping means you are 
still in the vehicle and able to move it if necessary.  
The use of this developed lane changes from 
morning to afternoon.  In the morning, it is designated 
for parents who will drop off their children and quickly 
move on.  If you like to wait for your child to walk up 
into the school, you should not use this lane.  The 
afternoon use allows parents to stop there and wait 
for their children providing they remain with or in their 
vehicle. 
 
Remember to come to a complete stop at all stop 
signs.  This means all tires of your vehicle have to 
completely stop rolling.  Parking around stop signs 
and crosswalks can be very tricky.  Below are 
regulations from Thorntonôs Model Traffic Code. 
 
NO PARKING OR STOPPING 

 Within 5 feet of a private driveway 

 Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant 

 Within 20 feet of a crosswalk 

 Within 30 feet of a stop sign 
 
Below is a list of violations we are still encountering: 

1. Parking in the drop off zone on 123
rd

 Ave. 
2. Parking in the fire lane on school grounds 
3. Stopping in the middle of the roadway to pick 

up/drop off children 
4. Parking/stopping on or within 20 feet of a 

crosswalk 
5. Stopping/parking within 30 feet of a stop sign 
6. Stopping/parking within 15 feet of a fire 

hydrant 
7. Pedestrians failing to use crosswalks 
8. Handicap parking violations 

 
Please feel free to contact me at my office if you have 
questions. 
 
Officer Joseph Dougherty 
Thornton Police, Traffic Investigations/Motor Unit 
720-977-5284  Joe.Dougherty@cityofthornton.net 

 

mailto:Joe.Dougherty@cityofthornton.net


 
 

October 5  Fire Safety-First & Second Grade 

October 8 Deficiency Reports out to families 

October 9 Teacher Workday ïNo school for 

students 

October 13 PTO Meeting (Pizza 5:30, Mtg 6-7) 

October 20 Ciciôs Pizza night for Skyview 

October 23 Vision & Hearing Screening 

October 27 First Grade Field Trip 

October 30 Trunk or Treat 

November 4 Picture Retake Day 

 

 

 

PARENT SUPPORT GROUP/PARENT TRAINING 

AND INFORMATION 

 

Ms. Beletsos, Skyviewôs Child Psychologist, is 

holding a Parent Support Group/Parent Training and 

Information meeting on the 2
nd

 Thursday of each 

month.  The date for the next meeting is Thursday, 

October 8
th
 from 7:45 am to 8:45am in the library. 

 

 

 

PTO IS RECYCLING CAPRI 

SUN/KOOL AID POUCHES 

 
PTO is now collecting juice pouches from Capri 

Sun and Kool-Aid and will send them in to be 

recycled.  Not only can we earn money for 

Skyview, but we can also help save the 

environment.  Please encourage your students to 

throw their juice pouches in the proper container 

in the cafeteria.  You can also save them at home 

and bring them in.  Remember to keep collecting 

the Campbell Soup Labels as well. 

 
 

 

 

THANK YOU!!!!!  

 

Mr. Jorstad and the fish want to thank Mr. 

Palmer for the upgraded new fish tank filter.  

Cleaner, fresher water means happy fish! 

 

 

 

COMET COMMUNICATOR 

GOES GREEN BUT WE 

NEED YOUR HELP!  

 

Did you know that you can view the Skyview 
newsletter, Comet Communicator, online?  We will be 
updating this link monthly so that you can view and 
print the newsletter in color!  Here is how to do that. 
 
Go to www.skyview.adams12.org Click on òParent 
Newsletteró and now you can see and print a full color 
version of the Comet Communicator on your home 
printer!   
 
By viewing the newsletter on line, we will be saving 
paper and printing costs.  Plus, you will have the ability 
to view the newsletter whenever you need to.  It will be 
available 24/7!  Hard copies will still be printed and 
distributed to children who do not have a computer at 
home.   
 
What do I need to do, you ask?  Simply complete the 
short survey included with this newsletter and let us 
know if you will be viewing and printing the newsletter 
at home or if you still need a hard copy.  Have your 
child return the survey to their teacher by October 15th. 
If you have more than one child at Skyview and need a 
paper copy of the newsletter, complete one survey per 
household and choose which child you would like to 
bring the newsletter home.  This will also cut back on 
the amount of paper and printing needed.  
 
Thatõs it!  Help save a tree, the planet or maybe just 
help us save paper by reading your newsletter online 
and printing what you need on your home printer. If 
you have questions or concerns about this, please call 
the Skyview Office at 720-972-5620 and ask to speak to 
Deb McLachlan.  Please be patient with us as we work 
through all the snags that may come up.  Thanks in 
advance for helping us go GREEN  with the Comet 

Communicator. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.skyview.adams12.org/


 


